Introduction
In recent years comprehensive surveys of invertebrates using multiple trapping techniques have shown that the insect order Hymenoptera to be one of, if not the most, species rich ordinal taxa of animals (LaSalle and Gauld, 1992 Gauld, , 1993 . This is particularly obvious from surveys in tropical forests (Askew, 1990; Naumann et al., 1991; Noyes, 1989a Noyes, , 1989b but generally it applies across most terrestrial habitats (LaSalle and Gauld, 1993) . Like the other huge orders of insects, the Hymenoptera comprise a large number of functional groups, including herbivores (exposed leaf-feeders, leaf miners, gall formers, seed feeders, pollen and nectar feeders, and xylophagous species), predators, parasitoids (both ecto-and endoparasitoids), and hyperparasitoids (see Gauld and Bolton, 1988 One group of small scelionid parasitoids, the Baeini (< 2 mm in length), endoparasitically attack the eggs of spiders (Austin, 1985) , and they are postulated to be important regulating agents of spider populations (Austin, 1984a Austin, 1981 Austin, , 1984b Austin, , 1986 Austin, , 1995 (Austin, 1985) . However, for the great majority of araneomorphs such information is just not available.
